The postformalin ammoniacal silver (AS) and the ethanolic phosphotungstic acid (E-PTA) techniques were applied in epimastigote and trypomastigote forms of the pathogenic protozoa Trypanosoma cruzi to detect basic proteins at the ultrastructural level. With both techniques, reaction was observed in the nucleus and in some cytoplasmic vacuoles.
In the kinetoplast of epimastigotes, reaction was observed only at its periphery. In trypomastigotes, however, an intense reaction was observed in the spherical kinetoplast.
With the ethanolic phosphotungstic acid technique, reaction was also observed in ribosomes and at the peripheral doublet microtubules of the flagellum. The filaments which form the paraflagellar structure did not react. be seen in Figure  1 , some cells have a kinetoplast whose structure is typical for epimastigote forms.
In epimastigotes as well as in trypomastigotes, some vacuoles are found in the cytoplasm.
They appear either empty or contain a moderately dense material.
As in other trypanosomatids, the paraflagellar structure is observed in the flagellum of T. cruzi (Fig. 3 ). However, for a definitive answer, biochemical studies will need to be carried out to clarify these problems.
